
 

 

Sunday 
Prayer Group   8:00 AM  

Bible Study  9:15 AM 

Worship  10:30 AM 

Adult Bible Study  5:00 PM 
 

Wednesday 
Kingdom Threads 9:00 AM - Noon 

Brown Bag Lunch  12:00 PM 

Prayer Group  5:00 PM 

Children’s Ministry  5:30 PM 

A CHRISTMAS GIFT 
It is so hard to believe that 
yet another year has come 
and gone. We say goodbye 
to 2019 and hello to 2020. 
The beginning of a new 
year is often accompanied 
by resolutions. These 
resolutions are defined by 
Wikipedia as “a person 
resolves to change an 
undesired trait or behavior, 
to accomplish a personal 
goal or otherwise improve 
their life”. I recently read 
some interesting statistics 
on resolutions. One such 
statistic was that while 60% 
of Americans make 
resolutions, only 8% 
manage to keep them. Of 
the resolutions made, 
approximately 55% of them 
are health related – eat 
less, exercise more, etc. 
According to another pole, 
the estimated date for the 
demise of our resolutions is 
January 15th. These are 
numbers that do not 

surprise anyone. We are all 
very familiar with the try and 
fail methods of resolutions.   

In the same articles where 
the statistics were found, 
various opinions were 
offered as how set 
resolutions that can be kept. 
These thoughts were along 
the lines of set attainable 
goals and start slow. In 
other words, lessen the 
standard so you can 
achieve success. I found 
this interesting. Our culture 
says if you can’t make your 
desire happen, change the 
standard. It is like the 
mother of the little boy that 
ran wild in Wal-Mart. After 
repeated attempts to recall 
the boy to order, she simply 
stated “OK! Run wild then! I 
will not be disobeyed!” 

Many Christians, when it 
comes to New Year 
Resolutions, will reflect on 
their desire to change some 
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aspect of their relationship 
with God. Maybe it is 
reading the Bible through in 
a year. Maybe it is 
spending more time in 
prayer or be bolder in their 
faith. While these are not 
always associated with 
New Year Resolutions, they 
are thoughts and 
impressions that we 
understand. These are truly 
the Holy Spirit nudging us 
to closer relationship with 
God for our benefit and His 
glory. These are His 
leadership and desires for 
us! 

Unfortunately, many of 
these nudges are much like 
the resolutions that fail 
within two weeks. Often 
these nudges fail for the 
same reasons; we are too 
busy, too tired, too lazy or 
too something else. We 
become like the good seed 
that tries to grow in the 
thorny ground. The grain 
sprouts and begins but is 
quickly choked out by the 
cares of this world.  

We also, after many 
attempts, decide to set the 
standard lower so we can 

achieve success. We lower 
the bar rather than allowing 
God to train and show us 
the standards by which we 
are to live and please Him. 
We need, instead, to work 
on our motivation. 
Following hard after the 
leadership of God is not just 
a good idea. It is the only 
thing in life that is worth 
chasing. In short, our 
spiritual resolutions are not 
kept because we don’t see 
the need or benefit of them. 
We are not desperate for 
God in our lives. We live a 
life that seeks just enough 
religion to look good and 
just enough faith to get by! 
Psalm 76:11 states “Vow, 
and pay to the Lord your 
God; Let all that are around 
Him bring presents unto 
Him that ought to be 
feared.” This new year let 
your resolve be the 
desperate need for the 
presence of God in your 
life. Let the desperation 
drive you to new heights 
and depths of the amazing 
thing called “Following 
Jesus”. 

- Bro. Weldon 
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YOUTH NEWS 

December has been a 
whirlwind of activities at 
church, school, and family 
related events.  All of our 
youth have been involved 
in the Christmas concert in 
various ways.  Caitlyn and 
Micheal were in the main 
singer group.  We were 
very impressed with their 
performance and 
dedication to practicing for 
several weeks in advance.  
The rest of the youth acted 
as the stage crew, moving 
the regular things off and 
back onto the stage, before 
and after the concert.  
Several of the youth were 
the silent characters in the 
nativity scenes during the 
concert.  Thank you, 
Tresa, for letting us be a 
part of your big day.   

School sports have taken a 
toll on several of our youth.  
Rhianna and Jaden are 
both sidelined from 
basketball with injuries.  
We are praying for a quick 
and full recovery for both of 
the girls.  Micheal is still 
recovering from an injury in 

football.  We wish him  a 
speedy recovery too. 

Several of our youth will be 
on the road traveling 
during the time off from 
school.  We always pray 
for safe travels and God to 
bring everyone back home 
to us. 

We are preparing to do 
one night at the Living 
Nativity.  That is always a 
fun time for everyone.  I'm 
on the look out for a live 
animal for our night.  The 
stand by goat seems to 
have turned into cabrito, 
soooo.. it's looking sad for 
a real animal this year. 

Our Christmas party has 
turned into a  New Year's 
party.  We had some 
scheduling difficulties and 
had to change our dates.  
This will be upcoming in 
the near future. 

Merry Christmas and 
Happy New Year to 
everyone!! 

- Donna Riley 

2019 was a blessing for 
Camino al Reino and we 
would like to thank First 
Baptist Church for all the 
support and 
encouragement that was 
given for this year! 

We’d like to mention a few 
blessings: baptisms; new 
believers; other churches 
in the area supporting the 
ministry; young people 
longing to join our services 
as well as adults; sisters 
attended for the first time 
woman’s retreat in Dallas, 
Texas; and other local and 
distant ministries are 
joining Camino al Reino 
and supporting it. 

Please help me pray that 
with all these blessings 
may God send us leaders 
to help out and if you feel 
the calling from the Lord, 
please ask us how you can 
contribute to the ministry.  

- Escobar Family 

 

 
 
MARK YOUR 
CALENDARS 

 

 

 
Office Closed 
January 1st 

Happy New Year! 

 

Guest Speakers 
January 12th 

Kenny & Lacey Horton to 
speak about their missions in 

Guatemala. 
 

Church Conference 
January 19th 

5PM in the Fellowship Hall. 
 

Choices Bottles 
Distributed 

January 19th 
Bottles will be available in the 
Sanctuary until March 1st. 

CAMINO AL REINO 



KINGDOM KIDS PRESCHOOL 

WOW... happy 2020 to 
everyone! How on earth is 
it already the new year? I 
am so excited to start a 
fresh new year here and 
get the ball rolling! I am 
extra thankful for each and 
every one of you that pours 
so much into the school, 
my staff, and me! Thank 
you for everyone that came 
and supported, dressed up 
as Santa, or helped me 
decorate for our Christmas 
program! You will never 
know how much this 
church, and the job mean 
to me! Every year has its 
ups and downs, and y’all 
are truly a bright spot in my 
life. God always has a 
reason, and I know he 
hand placed me here for 
several. 

With a new year comes 
new kids, and new exciting 
learning opportunities! We 
are getting more new kids 
every month and I am so 
excited to announce that 
we currently have the most 
kids we have ever had, at 
54! It’s truly a joy to watch 
their eyes light up as they 
learn something new each 
day! In January we will be 
learning about livestock, 
heart and body, dinosaurs, 
and Martin Luther King Jr.! 
If anyone is interested in 
coming to read books to 
the class please let me 
know, they love new faces! 
I hope everyone has a 
blessed new year! 

– Ashley Garrett 

KINGDOM THREADS & SERVE CONT’D... 



KINGDOM THREADS & SERVE 

Most of the work for our 
Christmas events took 
place before December so 
this month we just got to 
share the joy of giving. 

Our decorations give away 
was even larger than last 
year.  We filled 6 long 
tables, filled underneath 
the tables with baskets and 
Christmas tins. 

Harry Earles helped haul 
all the stuff from Serve 
building to the fellowship 
hall where Wilma and 
Annabelle Cardenas spent 
the morning fill the tables. 
Shirley Endman, Betty 
Pratt and Annabelle did a 
great job of giving it away. 

Thanks to all of you who 
donated.  We probably had 
just over two totes left. We 
blessed a lot of people. 

The very next week Willard 
helped Shirley haul all the 
toys over and the team 
worked at setting them up. 
Dawn missed the 
opportunity to share the 
week before but the 

handmade aprons and 
other handmade goodies 
were snatched up along 
with the toys.  But the best 
part was seeing parents 
and grandparents choose 
toys to share. 

On the third Wednesday 
we had our Christmas 
meal furnished by 
volunteers and the people 
who came. 

This year the clothes on 
the racks were new or 
almost new. Every room 
had the old stuff removed 
and only the really good 
stuff hung.  People were 
able to take all they 
needed for their families. 

We had two electric 
heaters and a gas heater 
donated. The two requests 
we were unable to fill were 
for kitchen tables  and 
chairs. Thank you from 
Wilma and all the other 
faithful volunteers and all 
the people you blessed. 

- Wilma Earles 
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